
 
 

                   Bioeth ics  

course description and aims 

In this course we will set out to better understand the philosophical issues that arise from the acknowledgment that human 
life is biological. Birth, development, health, and death all constrain our meaningful existence. In bioethics, we ask how we 
should understand these concepts—what is health? how does a human body thrive?—and we probe into the ethical puzzles 
surrounding the social circumstances in which our birth, development, health, and death take place. This semester, we will 
focus in on two themes in bioethics: inequalities in healthcare (along axes of race, gender, disability, etc.) and the use of 
technology to alter the functioning of our bodies (gene editing, transhumanism, etc.).

The primary skill we will practice is philosophical reflection, by which we will systematically interrogate our beliefs about what 
is right and wrong, good and bad, what is meaningful, valuable, oppressive, or harmful. Along the way, we will practice 
reading and writing philosophical texts, charitably reconstructing philosophers’ arguments, and learning to craft careful, well-
constructed arguments of our own. And, importantly, we will practice respectful and detailed discussion (face-to-face on 
zoom and written as part of a thread) of important bioethical issues. 

 

                                        course requirements and policies 
 

Required Texts

Beyond Bioethics: Toward a New Biopolitics 
Obasogie and Darnovsky, First Edition 

H+/-: Transhumanism and Its Critics 
Hansell and Grassie

Technology Resources

Canvas - Try to familiarize yourself with our course page, including where to 
submit assignments, how to view your grades, where to participate in 
discussions, how to join office hours / class meetings, etc.  

Zoom - The course will be entirely online. Whether you can participate 
during class hours or not, it’s a good idea to familiarize yourself with zoom. 

Miro - This is a collaborative whiteboard (like Google Jamboard, but better). 
We’ll be using it inside and outside of class, for activities and assignments.

Discussions 

You will be expected to respond directly to three discussion threads of your 
choice throughout the semester and you will be expected to respond to 
three posts from your peers (maximum one post and one reply per week; 
only reply to a post with no other replies).

Papers

There are two papers. Both papers will be based on your choice among 
several prompts that I assign. The first paper will be roughly roughly 1,200 
words (about 4 pages), and the second roughly 1,600 words (about 6 
pages). I will offer extended office hours on Zoom the weeks before and 
after a paper is due. The first paper will be written in sections and graded 
accordingly.

Small Assignments
You will complete 4 small assignments throughout the summer, mostly to 
work on writing. For example, you may be asked to write an introduction to 
a fake paper.

Miro Board Engagement
You will be expected to engage thoughtfully and creatively with readings 
(sometimes with a prompt, sometimes without one) on a Miro board. 
Minimum 10 Miro boards over the course of the semester, and maximum 1 
board per week.

Reaction Journal

You will complete a reaction journal, chronicling your emotional / affective 
reactions to the reading material, lectures, and discussions, which will be 
due in three installments. 

Attendance 
You may skip three classes (or three reflections if you are an asynchronous 
student) without needing a valid excuse. Beyond that, you will incur 
participation grade reductions.  

Extensions & 
Late Papers 

Extensions of an appropriate length will still be happily be granted, but only 
if you email me more than 24 hours in advance of the deadline. Late papers 
will incur grade reductions of a third of a letter grade per day past the 
deadline. Exceptions may be granted on a case by case basis due to the 
challenges associated with our instructional situation.

Participation 

Students who meet synchronously with the class will be graded on genuine 
and respectful engagement with the material, with other students, and with 
me. You won’t be expected to speak to the whole class every day, but I will 
look to make sure that you are putting in the effort. Students who conduct 
their work entirely asynchronously (e.g., those in very different time zones) 
will complete short reflections in which you engage with the recorded 
discussions. 

Drafts I do not read drafts of papers. However, I am more than happy to go over 
an outline of your paper in office hours on Zoom!

Grade Breakdown 

Paper 1 [15%] 
Paper 2 [15%] 

Participation [20%] 
Miro Board Engagement [15%] 

Reaction Journal [15%] 
Discussions [10%] 

Short written assignments [10%] 

Plagiarism and  
Academic Integrity 

Cheating and plagiarism will still not be tolerated in this course. Please 
reacquaint yourself with Georgetown policies here and here. 

Accommodations for  
Students with Disabilities 

Students with a multitude of different disabilities and learning styles will 
absolutely be given accommodation when and where possible. Please 
inform me via email of any issues that arise.

Fall 2020 
TR 2:00-3:15PM EST 
Zoom on Canvas

Instructor: Jason Farr 
jaf301@georgetown.edu 
OH: Wed 2:00- 4:00PM EST

https://www.amazon.com/Beyond-Bioethics-Obasogie/dp/0520277848/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=beyond+bioethics&qid=1595003614&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Transhumanism-Critics-Gregory-R-Hansell/dp/1456815652/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=H+/-+transhumanism&qid=1595003599&sr=8-1
https://georgetown.instructure.com/courses/115731/
https://uis.georgetown.edu/zoom/#
https://miro.com/app/board/o9J_kpdpDoE=/
http://honorcouncil.georgetown.edu/system
http://honorcouncil.georgetown.edu/whatisplagiarism


course readings and due dates 

DATE  / THEMES UNITS READINGS WE WILL DISCUSS Additional Materials If you’re 
Interested / Due Dates

August 27 INTRODUCTION IEP Entry on Bioethics

September 1 Little, Introduction to Bioethics Video

September 3
EUGENICS & THE  

“RIGHT” BODY

Stern, “Making Better Babies” (17 pages) 
Whitman, “Why the Nazis Studied American Race 
Laws” (2 pages)

NPR Podcast | Dangerous Idea 
Podcast | Scientific Racism Podcast

September 8
Davis, “Constructing Normalcy: The Bell Curve, the 
Novel, and the Invention of the Disabled Body” (10 
pages)

September 10
HOW BIOETHICS  

IS CHANGING
Obasogie and Darnovsky, “Introduction” 
Case study (TBD)

Writing Assignment  
#1 Due

September 15

Little, “Why a Feminist Approach to Bioethics?” (12 
pages) 
Wolbring, “Disability Rights Approach toward 
Bioethics?” (12 pages)

Feminist Bioethics SEP Entry

September 17
Myser, “Differences from Somewhere” (10 pages) 
Ayer, “Bioethicaal Silence and Black Lives” (4 pages)

September 22 Elliott, "The Ethicists” (15 pages)

September 24 WRITING / REVIEW
Writing Assignment  
#2 Due

September 29 WRITING / REVIEW
Writing Assignment  
#3 Due

October 1
EMERGING  

BIOTECH

Athanasiou and Darnovsky, “The Genome as 
Commons” (6 pages) 
Lander, “Brave New Genome” (6 pages)

Reaction Journal 
#1 Due

October 6
Comfort, “Can We Cure Genetic Diseases without 
Slipping into Eugenics? (10 pages)

Radiolab Podcast on CRISPR | Video

October 8
MARKETS, PROPERTY,  

THE BODY
Washington, “Flacking for Big Pharma” (11 pages) 
Obasogie, “Your Body, Their Property” (4 pages)

Introduction Due

October 13 Skloot, “The Miracle Woman” (10 pages) Radiolab Podcast on Henrietta Lacks

October 15 GENETICS DATA

Dobbs, “What Is Your DNA Worth? (4 pages) 
Reardon, “Should Patients Understand That They 
Are Research Subjects?” (2 pages) 
Cussins, “Direct-To-Consumer Genetic Tests” (4 
pages) 
Jaggar, “Genetic Testing for All Women?” (3 pages) 
Duster, “Welcome, Freshmen: DNA Swabs, 
Please” (3 pages) 
Dickenson, “Me Medicine” (3 pages)

Podcast on DNA Testing Ethics 
 
Synthesis Due

October 20 BIOTECH & BABIES

Asch, “Disability Equality and Prenatal Testing” (10 
pages) 
Hvistendahl, “Sex Selection and the Abortion 
Trap” (6 pages) 
Naik, “A Baby Pelase” (4 pages)

October 22 MEDICAL EXPLOITATION
Hornblum and Obasogie, “Medical Exploitation” (3 
pages) 
Elliott, Guinea-Pigging (11 pages)

NPR Podcast 
 

October 27
RACE IN THE  

GENE AGE

Hammonds, “Straw Men and Their Followers” (7 
pages) 
Roberts, “The Problem with Race-Based Medicine (5 
pages) 
Kahn, “Race in a Bottle” (7 pages)

Argument Due

October 29 WRITING / REVIEW

November 3 WRITING / REVIEW
Objections Due (Full 1st 
Paper Due)

November 5
   OUR BIOLOGICAL  
      NATURE IS SOCIAL

Dobbs, “Die, Selfish Gene, Die” (16 pages)
Reaction Journal 
#2 Due

November 10
TRANSHUMANISM: 
WHAT IS IT?

Tirosh-Samuelson, “Engaging Transhumanism” (29 
paages)

Elon Musk NeuraLink Presentation | 
TEDX Presentation

November 12
TRANSHUMANISM: 

FOR

Bostrom, “In Defense of Post-Human Dignity” (11 
pages) 
Vita-More, "Bringing Arts/Design into the 
Discussion of Transhumanism” (12 pages)

AI and Artificially Enhanced Brains

November 17
de Grey, “SENS Statement of Principle,” (2 pages) 
Walker, “Ship of Fools” (17 pages)

Writing Assignment 
#4 Due

November 19
TRANSHUMANISM: 

DEBATE
Ihde, “Of Which Human Are We Post?” (13 pages) 
More, “True Humanism” (10 pages)

Transhumanism Vs. Humanism 
Debate

Nov 20 - 30 THANKSGIVING BREAK

December 1

Peters, “Transhumanism and the Posthuman Future” 
(27 pages) 
Blackford, “Trite Truths About Technology” 12 
pages)

December 3
TRANSHUMANISM:  

AGAINST
Hayles, “Wrestling with Transhumanism” (11 pages)

December 8 Dupuy, “Cybernetics is Antihumanism” (20 pages)
Reaction Journal 
#3 Due (Dec 10)

December 18 Final Paper Due
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https://iep.utm.edu/bioethic/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c3I0SxI2grM&list=PL9Vn7DAzOnmjvMkB7coxPfcVNt7Hhu0Rs
https://www.npr.org/2019/02/17/695574984/emma-carrie-vivian-how-a-family-became-a-test-case-for-forced-sterilizations
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/podcast/a-dangerous-idea-the-history-of-eugenics-in-america
https://player.fm/series/hi101/ep-121-scientific-racism-and-eugenics
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/feminist-bioethics/
https://www.wnycstudios.org/podcasts/radiolab/articles/update-crispr
https://duckduckgo.com/?q=genetic+ethics&t=ffab&atb=v147-1&iar=videos&iax=videos&ia=videos&iai=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9YcHOGOuh-Y
https://www.wnycstudios.org/podcasts/radiolab/articles/radiolab-extra-henrietta-lacks
https://thegeneticspodcast.fireside.fm/32
https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=7046077
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lA77zsJ31nA
https://duckduckgo.com/?t=ffab&q=transhumanism&atb=v147-1&iax=videos&ia=videos&iai=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XbTZ910l0hs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vz9BDIwvmTg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vsBZMlfrmM0

